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seems to indicate that the Spanish policy in New
Granada had become conciliatory and humane since
Quesada first forced the passage of the Magdalena.
The streets were barricaded on the landward side and
the inner haven closed by a heavy chain between the
two forts, La Machina and La Caleta. When the
English fleet sailed past the city, making for the far
entrance of the lagoon, all possible preparations had
been completed.
In its general natural configuration the harbour of
Cartagena de Indias is one of the most convenient and
easily defended in the world. The large low island
of Tierra Bomba incloses an extensive semicircular area
of water. A sandy spit, scarcely more than a few yards
wide in places, reaches out from the city walls to-
ward Tierra Bomba and forms the northern side of the
Boca Grande. At the southern end of the island is
Boca Chica, or Little Mouth, which is now the only
entrance accessible for ships. Boca Grande, after re-
peated assaults and captures of the city, was closed,
and In the eighteenth century the Spanish engineer Don
Antonio de Arevalo built a low breakwater across this
entrance.
Drake, greatly daring, and revealing his truly amaz-
ing knowledge of the coast, now led the fleet past the
Boca Grande and, sailing due west, skirted the Tierra
Bomba and piloted the ships through the narrow and
perilous Boca Chica. It is impossible to see from the
city of Cartagena a ship passing through Boca Chica
into the harbour, for the low hills and vegetation of
Tierra Bomba Island intervene. The channel is less
than a quarter of a mile wide in places and the entrance
must have been made with pinnaces going ahead sound-
ing. When at length the fleet arrived before the bar-
ricaded entrance of the inner harbour the Spaniards
were unable to conjecture what Drake's plans might be.